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All persons are by nature free and independent, and have certain natural and unalienable rights, among which are those of 
enjoying and defending life and liberty, of acquiring, possessing, and protecting property, and ofpursuing and obtaining safety 
and happiness. — Article 1, Section 1, New Jersey State Constitution 


Subpoena comes after ATF 
fails to meet deadline 

WASHINGTON. D.C. - Rep. 
Darrell Issa (R-CA), the Chairman of 
the House Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform today subpoenaed 
the Department of Justices' Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and 
Explosives (ATF) for documents related 
to the controversial "Project 
Gunrunner." 

On March 16, 2011, Issa 
wrote a letter to Acting AFT Director 
Kenneth Melson requesting documents 
related to Project Gunrunner, its "Fast 
and Furious" component, and records 
related to the death of Border Agent 
Brian Terry. ATF failed to meet the 
March 30th deadline and refused to 
commit to any date for producing them. 

Media reports have raised 
questions about gun trafficking into 
Mexico - specifically the allegation that 
ATF has permitted - and even 
encouraged - the movement of guns 
into Mexico by straw purchasers, which 
may have contributed to the deaths of 
hundreds on both sides of the border, 
including federal law enforcement 
agents. Sen. Charles Grassley (R-IA), 
who has also been pursuing the matter, 
stated, "We're still getting the 
runaround from the Justice 
Department, [tjhey're stonewalling." 

Documents subpoenaed 
and due by April 13, 2011, include: 

1. Documents relating to the genesis of 
Project Gunrunner and Operation Fast 
and Furious, and any changes to either 
program at or near the time of the DOJ 
Inspector General report about Project 
Gunrunner in November 2010. 

2. Documents relating to individuals 
responsible for authorizing the decision 
to "walk" guns to Mexico in order to 
follow them and capture a "bigger fish." 

3. Documents relating to any 


investigations conducted by the AFT or 
any other DOJ component following the 
fatal shooting of Agent Brian Terry, 
including information pertaining to two 
guns found at the crime scene that may 
have been connected to Project 
Gunrunner. 

4. Documents relating to any weapons 
recovered at the crime scene or during 
the investigation into the death of Agent 
Terry. 

5. Documents between ATF and the 
Federal Firearms Licensee (FFL) who 
sold weapons to Jaime Avila, including 
any Report of Investigation (ROI) or 
other records relating to a December 
17, 2009 meeting "to discuss his role 
as an FFL during this investigation." 

6. A copy of the presentation, 
approximately 200 pages long, that the 
Group 7 Supervisor made to officials at 
ATF headquarters in 2010. 

7. Documents relating to Operation 
Fast and Furious between and among 
ATF headquarters and Special Agent in 
Charge William D. Newell, Assistant 
SACs Jim Needles and George Gillette, 
Group Supervisor David Voth, or any 
Case Agent from November 1, 2009 to 
the present. The response shall include 
a memorandum, approximately 30 
pages long, from SAC Newell to ATF 
headquarters following the arrest of 
Jaime Avila and the death of Agent 
Terry. 

8. Documents relating to complaints or 
objections by ATF agents about: (1) 
encouraging, sanctioning, or otherwise 
allowing FFLs to sell firearms to known 
or suspected straw buyers, (2) failure to 
maintain surveillance on known or 
suspected straw buyers, (3) failure to 
maintain operational control over 
weapons purchased by known or 
suspected straw buyers, or (4) letting 
known or suspected straw buyers with 
American guns enter Mexico. 


— Press release http://issa.house.gov 

April 1,2011 

* * * 

Project Gunrunner, which 
got under way in late 2009, allowed 
straw buyers to illegally buy and export 
guns to Mexico. The stated goal, 
according to ATF, was to track the flow 
of guns in order to bring down the 
entire trafficking organization. Instead, 
records show it allowed more than 
1,700 guns, including hundreds of AK- 
47s and high-powered, armor-piercing 
.50-caliber rifles to be trafficked to 
Mexico. 

Whistleblowers say the 
guns were allowed "to walk," and ATF 
agents insisted federal firearms 
licensees participate even after they 
expressed grave objections to the plan. 
-- http://www.foxnews.com/2011/04/01 

Supreme Court upholds 
immunity for prosecutors 

A bitterly divided Supreme 
Court tossed out a jury verdict won by a 
New Orleans man who spent 14 years 
on death row and came within weeks of 
execution because prosecutors had 
hidden evidence that would have 
proven his innocence. 

The 5-4 decision shielded the 
New Orleans district attorney's office 
from being held liable for the mistakes 
of its prosecutors. The evidence of their 
misconduct did not prove "deliberate 
indifference" on the part of then-District 
Attorney Harry Connick Sr., Justice 
Clarence Thomas said. 

But Justice Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg said the court was shielding 
prosecutors from "flagrant" misconduct 
that nearly cost an innocent man his 
life. 

In the past, the high court has 
absolved trial prosecutors from any and 
all liability for the cases they bring to 







court. The key issue in the case of 
Connick v. John Thompson was 
whether the district attorney could be 
held liable for a pattern of wrongdoing 
in his office and for his failure to see to 
it that his prosecutors followed the law. 

In 1999 a private investigator 
hired by Thompson's lawyer found a 
blood test in the police lab which 
showed the man wanted for a related 
car jacking had a type "B" blood, while 
Thompson's was type "O." 

The newly revealed blood test 
spared Thompson's life, and a judge 
ordered a new trial on the murder 
charges. His new defense lawyers 
found other evidence that had been 
hidden, including eyewitnesses reports 
from the murder scene. 

Thompson was acquitted of all 
the charges in the second trial. He won 
$14 million in damages in a civil suit 
against the district attorney. 

In rejecting the judgment, 
Thomas described the case as a 
"single incident" where mistakes were 
made. He said Thompson did not prove 
a pattern of similar violations that would 
justify holding the city's government 
liable for the wrongdoing. 

However Thompson's lawyers 
showed that at least four prosecutors 
knew of the blood test that was hidden. 
They also showed evidence of other 
similar cases in New Orleans where 
key evidence was concealed.~ 
www.bellinghamherald.com 3/29/11 

One term more for Obama 

Obama should get another 
term. How about 25 years to life. 

-- Jay Leno 

Five reasons why you should 
want high-capacity magazines 

By Rabbi Dovid Bendory 

After the shooting in Tucson 
that left 6 dead and several wounded 
the gun grabbing vultures circled and 
landed. We now face a replay of the 
hysteria that brought us the so-called 
“Assault Weapons" Ban (and magazine 
bans) of the Clinton years. A single 
madman has struck a blow against the 
Second Amendment that all the gun 
grabbers combined have been unable 
to strike. 

Today, the most common 
plaintive question you hear from the 
victim disarmament crowd is: “Why 
would anyone need a high capacity 
ammunition magazine?" Note that the 
emphasis is always on the word “need" 
So-called “gun control" has 
always used semantic deception. Gun 
confiscators apply “needs” to situations 
that more accurately require “wants”. 

A " ■'■■■■■ " . . ~ 


No one “needs" a seat belt 
99.999 percent of the time. You only 
“need" a seat belt during an automobile 
crash. Do you want a seatbelt? Of 
course! 

The same goes for property 
insurance, fire extinguishers, spare 
tires, life jackets, and first aid kits, to 
name just a few things. 

So with this in mind, here 
are five good reasons that you should 
WANT a high capacity magazine. 

1. Multiple assailants. 
Whether on the street or during a home 
invasion, criminals often move in pairs 
or packs. Realize that you will never 
shoot as well as at the range when you 
are under the stress of a life-or-death 
encounter. Which would you prefer to 
have in your magazine in such an 
event? Ten rounds? Or fifteen or 
seventeen? Or perhaps even 30? 

2. Private citizens always 
face the threat before the police arrive. 
Private citizens were on the front line at 
Tucson, Columbine, and Virginia Tech. 
Why limit our effectiveness? Private 
citizens must face the “lone gunman" 
until (and sometimes even after) the 
police arrive. See Dial 911 and Die. Is 
the life of a policeman armed with a 
high capacity magazine more important 
than yours? 

3. Civil disturbances. Watch 
the Reginald Denny beating video 
some time. Review the looting insanity 
of Hurricane Katrina. You’ve got a 
crazed mob of ten, twenty, or fifty 
people headed in your direction. Are 
ten rounds enough? Might you want 
fifteen, or seventeen, or even thirty? 
Oh, and while you’re at it, don't forget 
those Los Angeles Korean store 
owners standing guard at their 
businesses with semi-auto AKs during 
the Rodney King riots. No one messed 
with those stores, did they? 

4. Because it is your most 
fundamental right as guaranteed by the 
U.S. Constitution, and, more 
importantly, as given by G-d A-lmighty: 
the right to the righteous defense of 
yourself and the innocent. “Shall not be 
infringed” simply means what it says. 
When politicians infringe on magazine 
capacity, they infringe on the Second 
Amendment. You should want a high 
cap mag because you can have one! 
This is America, not a socialist nanny 
state or tin pot Third World dictatorship. 
The saying “use it or lose it" is never so 
relevant as when applied to our Bill of 
Rights. See "2A Today for the USA" 

5. Your assailants may be 
armed with high cap magazines. No 
ban will affect these criminals; it will 
actually encourage them. Do you really 


think the gang bangers care about 
federal laws? Ask the local cop why he 
or she won’t “downgrade" to a ten 
round mag to go along with this feel¬ 
good idiocy. Ask the pols why they 
don’t think the cops should do so 

These are just a few of the 
reasons for WANTING (not “needing") 
a high cap magazine. In the spirit of 
JPFO’s recently launched “High Cap 
Freedom” campaign, go out and buy 
one or more high capacity mags for 
your pistol or rifle today. 

“Because your life is too 
precious to risk running out of bullets." 

Rabbi Bendory, Rabbinic 
Director of Jews for the Preservation of 
Firearms Ownership, is a certified NRA 
Firearms Instructor 
—www.jpf.org 

The Sixth Reason 

By Kirby Ferris 

JPFO’s Rabbi Dovid Bendory 
listed five reasons why you would 
WANT (not “need") a high capacity 
ammunition magazine. 

We purposely held back the 
crucial “Sixth Reason", the “elephant in 
the room" of American gun rights: “We 
the People" must retain the armed might 
to, FAILING ALL OTHER RECOURSE, 
overthrow our own government. It is a 
gut wrenching and heartbreaking option, 
but an option that must be potently 
retained for our liberty and the liberty of 
our descendants. 

The Declaration of 
Independence spells out this 
unalienable right to revolt. Despite the 
liars of the ADL and Southern Poverty 
Law Center, this is not something new 
that has sprouted from the minds of 
“seditionists" and “insurrectionists” (their 
code words for determined American 
gun owners). 

The Second Amendment was 
included in the Bill of Rights to warn off 
tyrants. That is why it made no 
limitation on the type of personal 
firearms it covered. It was understood 
that the citizens’ standard would at least 
be equal to the standard of a common 
soldier. 

Our soldiers can pack 30 round 
ammunition magazines with their 
AR15s. Why shouldn’t we? Parity of 
weaponry was the standard in 1791, 
when the Bill of Rights was penned. 

Elitists who lust to rule over us 
want the citizenry, “We the Little 
People”, completely disarmed. They 
want a neutered flock of obedient 
subjects, similar to that of Britain, 
France, Germany or Japan. 

But what are the elites in 
America stuck with now? At least 
. ■ . . .. . 


In the beginning of change the patriot is a scarce man, brave, hated and scorned. When his cause succeeds, however, the 

tiuiid join him, for then it costs nothing to he a patriot, Murk Twain 















EIGHTY MILLION GUN OWNERS. 

This somber reality remains a 
deep and rumbling reminder to the 
police and military forces that, at 
present, loyally serve us. 

The United States has about 
1.4 million soldiers and 800,000 police 
officers, all 2.2 million armed ...if they 
“followed orders” without question. 

In reality, most are loyal and 
would not go along with a despotic turn 
of events. So let’s, in a worst case 
scenario, assume that there are 500,000 
of the “just following orders” types in our 
police forces and military forces. 

Therefore, if (at the very most) 
500,000 traitors showed their true 
colors, they would go to work each day 
with EIGHTY MILLION American gun 
owners watching their every move 

They would be outnumbered 
by 160 to 1, not a good job description. 

This is why the elitists and the 
authoritarians want the (their?) cops and 
soldiers to have high capacity ammo 
mags ... but not you. 

So, the next time someone 
skirts the issue of the “elephant in the 
room”, quietly and somberly remind that 
person what the Second Amendment 
really intends. 

- Jews for the Preservation of 
Firearms Ownership, April 13, 2011 

Texas Gold Beats Harvard? 

The University of Texas 
Investment Management Co., the 
second-largest U.S. academic 
endowment, took delivery of almost $1 
billion in gold bullion, according to the 
fund’s board. 

The fund, whose $19.9 billion 
in assets ranked it behind Harvard 
University’s endowment as of August. 
The holdings are worth about $987 
million, based on yesterday’s closing 
price of $1,486 an ounce. 

The decision to turn the fund’s 
investment into gold bars was 
influenced by Kyle Bass, a Dallas hedge 
fund manager and member of the 
endowment’s board. 

“Central banks are printing 
more money than they ever have, so 
what’s the value of money in terms of 
purchases of goods and services,” Bass 
said yesterday in a telephone interview. 
“I look at gold as just another currency 
that they can’t print any more of.” 

The endowment, which 
oversees funds held by the University of 
Texas System and Texas A&M 
University, has 6,643 bars of bullion, or 
664,300 ounces in a vault in New York. 

- Bloomberg, April 16, 2011 


Concealed carry permit? 
Beware of SWAT teams! 

On May 31, 2007, Sam Bellotte 
printed some photographs at a self- 
service station in a Winchester, Virginia 
Wal-Mart. When he went to pay for the 
prints, a clerk insisted on inspecting the 
photos. Mr. Bellotte surrendered those 
that contained nudity, and left the store. 
Concerned that one photograph was 
child pornography, Wal-Mart notified the 
police. An investigation showed that Mr. 
Bellotte, a resident of Jefferson County, 
West Virginia, had printed the photo in 
question. Learning that both Mr. and 
Mrs. Bellotte held concealed firearms 
carry permits, Jefferson County Sheriffs 
Department Detective Tracy Edwards 
sought a search warrant and the 
assistance of the Jefferson County 
Special Operations Team ("SORT 
Team"). The SORT Team leaders 
decided that their involvement was 
justified due to the possibility of a violent 
reaction from the Bellottes. 
Three SORT squads took positions 
around the Bellotte house, wearing 
tactical vests and helmets and armed 
with flashlight-equipped.45 caliber Sig 
Sauer pistols and "hooligan" pry bars for 
a possible forced entry. Then, the 
Bellottes claim, the SORT squads 
opened the unlocked front and rear 
doors without knocking or announcing 
their presence. They immediately 
executed a dynamic entry—a technique 
that the SORT Team had recently been 
trained in—by which all squads 
simultaneously rushed into the home 
from multiple entry points. After the 
SORT squads were inside the house, 
they identified themselves as law 
enforcement officers executing a search 
warrant. 

Sam Bellotte was actually on a 
hunting trip at the time. When he 
learned of the raid, he walked into the 
police station, explained the situation, 
and provided documentation that the 
person depicted in the photo was a 35- 
year-old Filipino woman. 

I still wonder why gun rights 
groups like the NRA aren't more 
disturbed by the ubiquitous use of 
SWAT teams. Here, the fact that the 
Bellotte's were legal, registered gun 
owners was used as justification for the 
violent, volatile entry into their home. 
You'd think that's something that might 
concern Second Amendment activists. 

That said, it's good to see the 
Fourth Circuit decline qualified immunity 
here. And it would be nice to see federal 
courts allow more liability for botched 
raids. 

-- Reason Mar. 23, 2011 "Fourth Circuit 


Denies Qualified Immunity in Mistaken 
SWAT Raid” 

A More Accurate Pledge of 
Allegiance 

By Pastor Chuck Baldwin 

Jesus’ instruction in Matthew 
22:21, “Render therefore unto Caesar 
the things which are Caesar’s; and unto 
God the things that are God’s,” is much 
misinterpreted. 

If free men and women must 
cede certain rights and freedoms to 
government (i.e. Caesar), they must 
check it to prevent it from usurping 
those liberties and rights that have not 
be ceded. For us Americans that check 
is the principles contained in the 
Declaration of Independence, the 
Constitution, and the Bill of Rights. 

In order to understand Jesus, it 
is necessary that we understand our 
own form of government: 

America is a constitutional 
republic, or a confederated republic. 
This means, the government in 
Washington, D.C., is NOT a NATIONAL 
government; it is a FEDERAL 
government. 

Federalism means there are 
separate and competing jurisdictions: 
the jurisdiction of the federal 
government, with prescribed and limited 
duties and responsibilities; and the 
jurisdiction of State government, with 
undefined and (nearly) limitless duties 
and responsibilities. 

Christians who follow Matthew 
22 will give proper rendering to the 
lawful prescriptions (and proscriptions) 
of constitutional government. But for 
Christians to allow the federal level to 
encroach upon the authority of the 
states is to deny the teachings of Jesus, 
and to, in effect, become heretical in 
their faith. 

Remember, the second half of 
Matthew 22:21 is to render unto God 
“the things that are God’s.” By allowing 
the federal government to usurp God- 
ordained State authority, Christians 
have rendered unto Caesar the things 
that are God’s. How dare they? 

Under our form of government, 
the individual states are “free and 
independent.” (Declaration of 
Independence) That means America is 
NOT ONE NATION, BUT A 
CONFEDERATION OF 50 NATION¬ 
STATES! 

When the socialist Francis 
Bellamy penned the Pledge of 
Allegiance he did so to advance the 
socialistic vision of America as ONE 
NATION, meaning to have ONE 
NATIONAL GOVERNMENT. It was 
Bellamy’s way of repudiating the 




Jeffersonian philosophy that our country 
was a confederated republic. 

If Americans want a more 
accurate Pledge of Allegiance, they 
would quote the one authored by my 
constitutional attorney son, Timothy 
Baldwin: “I pledge allegiance to the 
Constitution of the United States of 
America and to the Republics, which it 
protects, one federation, under God, 
composed of States, with Liberty and 
Justice for all.” Now that is a pledge that 
truly conforms to America’s foundational 
principles! (Why not try that pledge at 
your next Boy Scout or civic meeting!) 

So, the next time some 
Christian statist throws Matthew 22:21 in 
your face to try and get you to submit to 
some oppressive, unlawful government 
dictation, why don’t you give him or her 
a little lesson in constitutional history 
and Christian ethics? 

- “America Has No Caesar” April 14, 
2011 

Radioactive drinking water: 3 
treatments necessary? 

By Jeff McMahon 

When the EPA found iodine- 
131 in drinking water samples from 
Boise, Idaho last weekend it declared: 
"An infant would have to drink almost 
7,000 liters of this water to receive a 
radiation dose equivalent to a day’s 
worth of the natural background 
radiation exposure we experience 
continuously from natural sources of 
radioactivity in our environment.” 

But Jeff Patterson, DO, of 
Physicians for Social Responsibility 
said, "There is no safe level of 
radionuclide exposure, whether from 
food, water or other sources. Period. 
Exposure to radionuclides, such as 
iodine-131 and cesium-137, increases 
the incidence of cancer. For this reason, 
every effort must be taken to minimize 
the radionuclide content in food and 
water.” 

The EPA recommends reverse 
osmosis water treatment for most kinds 
of radioactive particles. Reverse 
osmosis has been identified as a “best 
available technology” for uranium, 
radium, gross alpha, and beta particles 
and photon emitters. It can remove up to 
99 percent of these radionuclides, as 
well as other contaminants (e.g., 
arsenic, nitrate, and microbial 
contaminants). 

However, EPA 

recommendations are for municipal 
water systems, so it doesn’t specify 
Iodine-131 by name. The EPA says, 
“Reverse osmosis does not remove 
gaseous contaminants such as carbon 
dioxide and radon.” 


(Iodine-131 escapes from 
damaged nuclear plants as a gas, and 
falls to the earth in rain and enters the 
water supply. This is what happened in 
Boise, Idaho.) 

Reverse osmosis forces water 
through material with very tiny pores— 
as tiny as .0001 microns. However, 
“Dissolved gases and materials that 
readily turn into gases also can easily 
pass through most reverse osmosis 
membranes,” according to the University 
of Nevada Cooperative Extension. For 
this reason, “many reverse osmosis 
units have an activated carbon unit to 
remove or reduce the concentration of 
most organic compounds.” 

Scientists have used activated 
carbon to remove iodine-131 from the 
liquid fuel for nuclear solution reactors. It 
absorbs contaminants as water passes 
through it. Eventually it reaches a load 
capacity and ceases to absorb new 
contaminants. 

The EPA also recommends 
ion exchange for removing radioactive 
compounds from drinking water. Ion 
exchange removes contaminants when 
water passes through resins that contain 
sodium ions. Ion exchange is 
particularly recommended for removing 
Cesium-137, which has been found in 
rain samples in the U.S., but not yet in 
drinking water here. 

The best solution may be the 
one used routinely to treat water at the 
Dept, of Energy's Savannah River Site. 
The process combines activated carbon, 
reverse osmosis, and ion exchange. If 
one doesn’t get the iodine-131, two 
others have a chance to capture the 
radiation through other means. 

Once you have access to 
cleaned water, be sure to use it to wash 
your vegetables. The FDA has not yet 
begun monitoring U.S. produce for 
radiation because, the agency says, 
there is not yet a radiation threat here. 
According to the Chinese Ministry of 
Health, which has found trace levels of 
iodine-131 on spinach, washing spinach 
with water can effectively remove 
radioactive materials. 

-- http://blogs.forbes.com/2011/04/07 

U.N.: Hello Mother Earth, 
Good-bye Capitalism? 

UNITED NATIONS — Bolivia 
will this month [introduce] a draft United 
Nations treaty giving "Mother Earth" the 
same rights as humans — having just 
passed a law that does the same for 
bugs, trees and all other natural things 
in the South American country. 

The bid aims to have the UN 
recognize the Earth as a living entity 
that humans have sought to "dominate 


and exploit" — to the point that the "well¬ 
being and existence of many beings" is 
now threatened 

The wording may yet evolve, 
but the general structure is meant to 
mirror Bolivia's Law of the Rights of 
Mother Earth, which Bolivian President 
Evo Morales enacted in January. 

That document speaks of the 
country's natural resources as 
"blessings," and grants the Earth a 
series of specific rights that include 
rights to life, water and clean air; the 
right to repair livelihoods affected by 
human activities; and the right to be free 
from pollution. 

It also establishes a Ministry of 
Mother Earth, and provides the planet 
with an ombudsman whose job is to 
hear nature's complaints as voiced by 
activist and other groups, including the 
state. 

The law appears destined to 
pose new challenges for companies 
operating in the country, which is rich in 
natural resources but remains one of the 
poorest in Latin America. 

Bolivia is a country with a large 
indigenous population, whose traditional 
belief systems took on greater 
resonance following the election of 
Morales, Latin America's first indigenous 
president. 

In a 2008 pamphlet his 
entourage distributed at the UN, 10 
"commandments" are set out as 
Bolivia's plan to "save the planet" — 
beginning with the need "to end 
capitalism." 

The UN recognizes April 22 as 
the second International Mother Earth 
Day — another Morales-led initiative. 

Ecuador, which also has a 
large indigenous population, is among 
countries that have already been 
supportive of the Bolivian initiative, 
along with Nicaragua, Venezuela, Saint 
Vincent and the Grenadines, and 
Antigua and Barbuda. 

— www.canada.com Postmedia News 
April 13, 2011 

Anniversary of guns in 
national parks ignored 

By Alan W. Rose 

It has been one year since 
concealed handguns were allowed in 
national parks. 

Where is the carnage? 
Where are the rivers of blood? It is just 
another pro-gun non-event that 
highlights the wisdom of trusting law- 
abiding citizens. Nothing to see here? 

— Letter to the editor, Richmond Times- 
Dispatch, March 2, 2011 




U.N. wrong on climate 
refugees prediction 

In 2005, the United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP) and 
the United Nations University declared 
that 50 million people could become 
environmental refugees by 2010, fleeing 
the effects of climate change. On the 
contrary, populations are growing in the 
regions that had been identified as 
environmental danger zones. 

But now the UN is distancing 
itself from the forecast: “It is not a UNEP 
prediction,” a UNEP spokesman told 
SPIEGEL ONLINE. The forecast has 
since been removed from UNEP’s 
website. 

— Spiegel Online April 19, 2011 

U.N. factoid on arms trade 
treaty questioned 

By David B. Kopel, Paul Gallant, and 
Joanne D. Eisen 
ABSTRACT: Currently, the 
United Nations is drafting an Arms 
Trade Treaty to impose strict controls 
on firearms and other weapons. In 
support of hasty adoption of the Treaty, 
a UN-related organization of Treaty 
supporters have produced a report 
claiming that armed violence is 
responsible for 740,000 deaths 
annually. This Article carefully 
examines the claim. We find that the 
claim is based on dubious 
assumptions, cherry-picked data, and 
mathematical legerdemain which is 
inexplicably being withheld from the 
public. The refusal to disclose the 
mathematical calculations used to 
create the 740,000 factoid is itself 
cause for serious suspicion; our own 
calculations indicate that the 740,000 
figure is far too high. 

Further, while the report 
claims that 60% of homicides are 
perpetrated with firearms, our review of 
the data on which the report claimed to 
rely yields a 22% rate. The persons 
responsible for the report have refused 
to release their homicide calculations, 
or any other calculations. 

This Article also shows how 
a narrow focus on restricting firearm 
ownership continues to distract 
international attention from life-saving, 
viable solutions. We propose some 
practical alternatives which have 
already saved lives in war-ravaged 
areas. - NYU Journal of Law & Liberty 
5.3(2010) 

Islam, a religion of peace? 

Before a Koran was burned at 
his modest church in Gainesville, Florida 
on March 20, the pastor Terry Jones 
held a mock trial of the holy book in 


which he presided as judge. The 
prosecutor was a Christian who had 
converted from Islam. An imam from 
Dallas defended the Koran. 

Sitting in judgment was a jury 
of 12 members of Mr. Jones's church, 
the Dove World Outreach Center. After 
listening to arguments from both sides, 
the jury pronounced the Koran guilty of 
five "crimes against humanity," including 
the promotion of terrorist acts and "the 
death, rape and torture of people 
worldwide whose only crime is not being 
of the Islamic faith.” 

Punishment was determined by 
an online poll. Besides burning, the 
options included shredding, drowning 
and facing a firing squad. Mr. Jones, a 
nondenominational evangelical pastor, 
said voters had chosen fire, according to 
a video of the proceedings. Mr. Jones 
said in an interview with Agence France- 
Presse that he was "devastated" by the 
killings of 12 people in Afghanistan 
when a mob, enraged by the burning of 
a Koran by Mr. Jones's church, attacked 
the United Nations compound in the 
northern city of Mazar-i-Sharif. "We don't 
feel responsible for that," he said. 

-- New York Times website 2 
April 2011, “Hate Pastor Who Burned 
Koran Wants Revenge” by Lizette 
Alvarez and Don Van Natta Jr. 

On-line comment by John L: 
“Don't blame the Pastor. All he did was 
burn a book. Blame the actual 
murderers who are perfect examples of 
Muslim extremism in action. Terrorism 
at its worst and again all in the name of 
Mohammed.” 

Militia and the Battle of San 
Jacinto 

By Jon Roland 

The Battle of San Jacinto, 
fought on April 21, 1836, in present-day 
Harris County, Texas, was the decisive 
battle of the Texas Revolution. Led by 
General Sam Houston, the Texas militia 
engaged and defeated General Antonio 
Lopez de Santa Anna's Mexican forces 
in a fight that lasted just eighteen 
minutes. The Texan militia moved 
quickly and silently across the high- 
grass plain, and then, when they were 
only a few dozen yards away, charged 
Santa Anna's camp shouting 
"Remember the Alamo!" and 
"Remember Goliad!," only stopping a 
few yards from the Mexicans to open 
fire. The Texans achieved complete 
surprise, and one of the historically most 
decisive and unequal victories of any 
battle between regular soldiers and 
volunteer militiamen. About 630 of the 
Mexican soldiers were killed and 730 


captured, while only nine died of the 
roughly 900 Texans who fought. 

Santa Anna, the President of 
Mexico, was captured the following day 
and held as a prisoner of war. Three 
weeks later, he signed the peace treaty 
that dictated that the Mexican army 
leave the region, paving the way for the 
Republic of Texas to become an 
independent country. 

One of the key lessons of this 
critical battle is the way Houston held 
back his troops until just the right 
moment. After the massacres at the 
Alamo and Goliad his men were 
clamoring to engage the Mexican troops 
immediately and without tactical 
planning. Houston knew that if he had 
yielded to their demands, they would 
have been wiped out just like the 
defenders at the Alamo and Goliad had 
been. So he led them in a tactical 
retreat, while keeping track of the 
movements of the Mexicans. When 
Santa Ana camped without posting 
sentries or otherwise preparing for an 
attack, Houston seized the opportunity 
for a decisive victory. 

Although the Texas troops are 
often referred to as an "army", they were 
not enlisted for fixed terms for pay, and 
thus were militia, rather than army, 
forces. Only a few of the men were 
appointed to have military rank, or had 
formal backgrounds as soldiers in any 
regular army. 

Illegal immigration, what 
illegal immigration? 

Border Patrol agents have told 
law enforcement officers to stop 
arresting illegal immigrants crossing into 
the U.S. from Mexico, an Arizona sheriff 
has claimed. 

Cochise County Sheriff Larry 
Dever claims the order was issued to 
reduce official figures on the number of 
apprehensions at the border. 

His claims come just a few 
weeks after Homeland Security 
Secretary Janet Napolitano cited the 
lower arrest rates as evidence of a more 
secure border. 

Sheriff Dever first made the 
claims to Fox News, saying several 
Border Patrol officials - including at least 
one senior supervisor - told him they 
had been ordered to turn immigrants 
'Back South' (TBS) rather than arresting 
them. 

According to the sheriff, he has 
received more than 100 emails from law 
enforcement officials supporting his 
claims. 

One San Diego border agent 
told him: 'Upper management has 
advised supervisors to have agents ‘turn 




back South’ (TBS) the illegal aliens (aka 
bodies) they detect attempting to 
unlawfully enter the country....This only 
causes more problems as the aliens, as 
you know, don't just go back to Mexico 
and give up. They keep trying, 
sometimes without 10 minutes in- 
between attempts, to cross illegally.' He 
said he felt the policy made his job even 
more dangerous, because the 
immigrants become more 'defiant' and 
feel like they can get away with breaking 
the law. 

Jeffery Self, commander of the 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection 
Joint Field Command, wrote: “To 
suggest that we are ambiguous in 
enforcing our laws belittles the work of 
more than 6,000 CBP employees in 
Arizona who dedicate their lives to 
protect our borders every day.” 
— www.dailymail.co.uk, April 20, 2011 

Guerilla jurors: sticking it to 
Leviathan 

By Don Doig and Stewart Rhodes 

The absolute power to nullify 
unjust or unconstitutional laws has 
always been the jury’s power - it is, in 
fact, the very core of what a jury does. 
When I (Stewart) was a student at Yale 
Law School, my procedure professor, 
Owen Fiss, openly acknowledged that a 
jury is not merely a fact finder. He 
pointed out that if that were all a jury 
were for, we could have professional 
fact finding juries, made up of forensic 
experts, handwriting analysis experts, 
voice analysis experts, etc. who would 
be far more "efficient" fact finders, 
working together on one case after 
another. 

Though Professor Fiss, being 
an elitist liberal, didn’t trust juries and 
instead considered judges "the 
"embodiment of public reason" (I know, I 
know, amazing that someone so brilliant 
can be so blind), he was at least honest 
enough to admit that the jury is there to 
serve as a populist, peoples’ check on 
government power. What he could not 
see is that the virtue of the jury is 
precisely the fact that it does not come 
from some elite segment of society out 
of touch with the "unwashed masses." It 
is made up of average people who 
come together only once, to do justice 


and then to depart. The jury is not a 
repeat player in the system, like judges, 
lawyers, and hired-gun expert 
witnesses. 

The real purpose of that 
unique, independent assembly of 
average people is to stand in between 
an accused and the mighty state, as the 
last shield against tyranny short of 
recourse to arms. And like David 
standing in front of Goliath, it does not 
matter how powerful the state is, 
however air-tight its case, however 
artfully it has stacked the laws against 
the accused, however unconstitutional 
its manipulations, however blood-thirsty 
its prosecutors, or however complicit its 
judges. However much the state wants 
to strip the life, liberty, or property from 
the lone defendant, it can still be 
stopped by that one jury. Just a handful 
of citizens, if they know their true power , 
can grind the machine to a halt, and 
stop it cold ... if they but know of their 
own power. 

If an acquittal is not possible, a 
hung jury is an acceptable outcome if a 
juror believes it necessary to prevent a 
conviction that would be unjust. A series 
of hung juries sends a signal to the 
legislature and to prosecutors that a 
significant portion of the population does 
not support that law. A mistake jurors 
sometimes make is to throw the 
prosecution a bone by convicting the 
defendant on a "lesser charge." 
(Prosecutors often multiply charges on 
the hope that something will stick, and 
to encourage a plea bargain.) That 
“bone” can cost the defendant years in 
prison. If justice requires it, nothing short 
of an acquittal or hung jury on all counts 
is appropriate. It can take intestinal 
fortitude to stand alone but a single juror 
can hang the jury. 

The power of the jury to vote 
according to conscience and judge the 
merits, fairness, constitutionality and 
applicability of the law itself, is the only 
real, undiluted power the individual 
citizens have in our system of 
government. We are engaged in a 
struggle for our fundamental rights 
against governments on all levels, and 
we have a powerful yet peaceful tool at 
our disposal. It has been hidden from 
us, and we are intimidated into thinking 


it is not our right, but if we will summon 
the courage to grasp it, we can use jury 
veto power, or jury nullification, as a 
weapon in defense of liberty. 

Serving on a jury should be 
viewed as a form of liberty guerrilla 
warfare in the current "soft" or cold war 
between the forces of liberty and the 
forces of tyranny. We'd better use it 
while we can before the war goes hot. 
Besides, It's good practice. We need to 
exercise our liberty muscles and our 
own cunning and resolve in the face of 
adversity. Step into the ring! 

One juror, just one, can shut 
down all the gears, all the levers, and all 
the apparatus of unjust power, and 
make it stop, as in the William Penn, 
John Peter Zenger and Fugitive Slave 
Law trials. One juror can throw a critical 
monkey-wrench into the works. And if 
enough jurors do that, the cursed 
machine will be prevented from working 
at all. Just you, a lone liberty guerrilla, in 
a peaceful, bloodless, mini-revolution of 
conscience, can drive a dagger into the 
soft underbelly of the beast and set 
someone free. Talk about focus of effort! 
There can be no better time spent in the 
struggle to directly stop oppression. 

- www.lewrockwell.com 

Progressivism versus 
Individualism 

So why is America's 'win the 
future' administration so fixated on 
railroads, a technology that was the 
future two centuries ago? Because 
progressivism's aim is the modification 
of (other people's) behavior. Forever 
seeking Archimedean levers for prying 
the world in directions they prefer, 
progressives say they embrace high¬ 
speed rail for many reasons - to improve 
the climate, increase competitiveness, 
enhance national security, reduce 
congestion, and rationalize land use ... 
the real reason for progressives' passion 
for trains is their goal of diminishing 
Americans' individualism in order to 
make them more amenable to 
collectivism. - George Will, Newsweek 
Feb. 27, 2011 
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